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MESSIANIC TIMES








Through your faith, G-d’s power will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time.  ---1 Kefa [Peter] 1:5—Jerusalem Bible 





Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see. ---Psalm 117:2—KJV  








And they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it.


---� HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KblPgv_N5MCwRNhAYhwkpAJkUvuLnjUV_nJLmoNpLWBEwIP3vIWC0e8q_eP3SfgzjI799s2RKjSO7e-ghAHX50SYYqjrZ66nu0mYtqMNF6jarvPxULlij1iE8EdwDm12" �Mark 15:23�


	A golden truth is couched in the fact that the Savior pushed the myrrhed wine-cup from His lips. On the heights of heaven the Son of God stood of old, and as He looked down upon our globe He measured the long descent to the utmost depths of human misery. He considered the sum total of all the agonies that expiation would require and didn't shrink. He solemnly determined that to offer a sufficient atoning sacrifice He must go the whole way, from the highest to the lowest, from the throne of highest glory to the cross of deepest woe. This myrrhed cup, with its anesthetic influence, would have prevented Him from experiencing the utter limit of misery, and therefore He refused it. 


	He would not stop short of all He had undertaken to suffer for His people. How many of us have cried for comfort in our grief to keep us from injury! Reader, did you never pray to be relieved of hard service or suffering with a petulant and willful eagerness? In a moment providence has taken from you the desire of your eyes. Say, Christian, if you were told, "If you want, your loved one will live, but God will be dishonored," could you have put away the temptation and said, "Your will be done"? 


	It is good to be able to say, "My Lord, if for other reasons I do not need to suffer, yet if I can honor You more by suffering, and if the loss of my earthly goods will bring You glory, then let it be. I refuse the comfort if it stands in the way of Your honor." Let us learn to walk in the footsteps of our Lord, cheerfully enduring trial for His sake, promptly and willingly putting away the. . .  


Continued on page 2








	








 	Sanctification is the process God uses to conform believers to the image of His Son. The writers of Scripture employed images that speak of the Father's shaping work in the life of His saints. Isaiah, for example, compared the Lord to an artist making pottery: "We are the clay and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand" (64:8). Some of the tools He utilizes to mold and perfect His creations are...


	The Bible. The psalmist described God's Word as "a lamp to my feet and a light to my path" (119:105). The Holy Spirit illuminates what we read so that we can come under conviction and grow in our faith.


	The church. As part of Christ's body, we learn of God's ways from the pastor and teachers who've been called to minister. The Father also 





calls His children to fellowship together (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=49&search=Heb.%20%2010:25" \o " Heb.  10:25 - New American Standard Bible via BibleGateway (new window)" \t "_blank" �Heb. 10:25�), in part so He can use them in each other's sanctification process. Not only that, but there are Christians at church who will encourage their brothers and sisters in times of trouble--and hold them accountable when they miss the mark.


	Suffering. God freely offers us solace and help during times of difficulty, but He also uses our painful circumstances to shape us. When we submit to the work He is doing, we emerge from our struggles looking more Christ like than ever before.


	From the moment a person places trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, God's transforming work of sanctification will be ongoing throughout this life. As children 


Continued on page 2





God's Tools for Making Us Holy
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Willing to Suffer?
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	Take care, that you do not neglect the path of duty by leaving your occupation, and take care you do not dishonor your profession while in it. Think little of yourselves, but do not think too little of your callings. Every lawful trade may be sanctified by the Gospel to noblest ends. Turn to the Bible, and you will find the most menial forms of labor connected either with most daring deeds of faith or with persons whose lives have been illustrations of holiness.


	Therefore do not be discontented with your calling. Whatever God has made your position or your work, remain in that, unless you are quite sure that He calls you to something else. Let your first concern be to glorify God to the best of your ability where you are. Fill your present sphere to His praise, and if He needs you in another, He will show it to you. This evening lay aside anxious ambition, and embrace peaceful content. 













































































































































































  		    





God’s Tools for Making Us Holy
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Two things are hard on the heart---running up stairs and running down people.  		---Ephesians 4:29---KJV





 of the King, we should long to glorify our Father by faithfully reflecting Him. To do that, we must yield to His tools of sanctification.


1 Thessalonians 5:23-24---NASB


23 Now (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29645A" \o "See cross-reference A" \t "_blank" �A�)may the God of peace (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29645B" \o "See cross-reference B" \t "_blank" �B�)Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29645C" \o "See cross-reference C" \t "_blank" �C�)spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29645D" \o "See cross-reference D" \t "_blank" �D�)without blame at (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29645E" \o "See cross-reference E" \t "_blank" �E�)the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29646F" \o "See cross-reference F" \t "_blank" �F�)Faithful is He who (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "cen-NASB-29646G" \o "See cross-reference G" \t "_blank" �G�)calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.


	Cross references:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29645" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:23" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:23� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%2015:33&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 15:33�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29645" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:23" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:23� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess%203:11&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �1 Thess 3:11�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29645" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:23" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:23� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:46-Luke%201:80,%20Heb%204:12&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Luke 1:46f; Heb 4:12�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29645" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:23" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:23� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jas%201:4,%202Pet%203:14&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �James 1:4; 2 Pet 3:14�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29645" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:23" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:23� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess%202:19&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �1 Thess 2:19�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29646" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:24" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:24� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Cor%201:9,%202Thess%203:3&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �1 Cor 1:9; 2 Thess 3:3�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1%20Thessalonians%205:23-24" \l "en-NASB-29646" \o "Go to 1 Thessalonians 5:24" \t "_blank" �1 Thessalonians 5:24� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess%202:12&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �1 Thess 2:12�


Chapter 5


	The apostle, having spoken in the end of the foregoing chapter concerning the resurrection, and the second coming of Christ, proceeds to speak concerning the uselessness of enquiring after the particular time of Christ’s coming, which would be sudden and terrible to the wicked, but comfortable to the saints, � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess.5.1-1Thess.5.5" \o "1Thess.5.1-1Thess.5.5" \t "_blank" �1 Thess. 5:1-5�. He then exhorts them to the duties of watchfulness, sobriety, and the exercise of faith, love, and hope, as being suitable to their state, � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess.5.6-1Thess.5.10" \o "1Thess.5.6-1Thess.5.10" \t "_blank" �1 Thess. 5:6-10�. In the next words he exhorts them to several duties they owed to others, or to one another (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess.5.11-1Thess.5.15" \o "1Thess.5.11-1Thess.5.15" \t "_blank" �1 Thess. 5:11-15�), afterwards to several other Christian duties of great importance (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess.5.16-1Thess.5.22" \o "1Thess.5.16-1Thess.5.22" \t "_blank" �1 Thess. 5:16-22�), and then concludes this epistle, � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Thess.5.23-1Thess.5.28" \o "1Thess.5.23-1Thess.5.28" \t "_blank" �1 Thess. 5:23-28�.











What God Hasn't Said. . .





I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, 'seek me in vain.'


---� HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Tqj6P25B0tVgAl3JhenzpyyE2MbP-SUYW6kSc4_Y9lEhmj1rHvD7919-K61EMnStrCkwgUDW4QCFVsgKcbFeXsoqTOInzK7s7JLJBtjC2wCa1pV1o6m2IVKYBAuMwkxoK3_kAsr-eJE=" �Isaiah 45:19�





	We can gain a great deal of comfort by considering what God has not said. What He has said is full of comfort and delight; but what He has not said is scarcely less rich in consolation. It was what God had not said that preserved the kingdom of Israel in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, for "the LORD had not said that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven" (2 Kings 14:27). In our text we have an assurance that God will answer prayer because He "did not say to the offspring of Jacob, 'Seek me in vain.'"  Those of you who are prone to self-condemnation should remember that, lest your doubts and fears say what 	Continued from page 3








Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called.


---� HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gI5x4T4tubhbGOjCDo1SZ-L3HZ_KLB5EOj2-4LMMfBakCX_FT2MygptCxpvmgsuR5zWhoDi7vkLKPoxL32Zq0aUpcwWGQt1t2dy11myrGAel0BCcDZCjsbSTQGmv-2I_KruHo8sOp5_WYQuPDhipJQ==" �1 Corinthians 7:20�


	Some people have the foolish notion that the only way in which they can live for God is by becoming pastors, missionaries, or Bible teachers. How many would be excluded from any opportunity of spiritual usefulness if this were the case. Beloved, it is not office—it is sincerity; it is not position—it is grace that will enable us to serve and glorify God. God is definitely glorified at the workbench, where the godly worker fulfills his task singing of the Savior's love. In this humble setting God is glorified far more than in many a lofty pulpit where official religion performs its scanty duties. The name of Jesus is glorified by the taxicab driver as he blesses God and speaks to his passengers of the living hope. He will be more useful than the popular preacher who goes about peddling the Gospel for profit. God is glorified when we serve Him in our proper vocations. 








What Is Your Calling?





. . .thought of self and comfort when it would interfere with our completing the work that He has given us to do. Great grace is needed, but great grace is provided. 


	





Willing to Suffer?
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Discovering Our True Identity
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 3 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28367I" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference I" �I�)Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


 4 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28368J" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference J" �J�)I thank [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "fen-NASB-28368c" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote c" �c�]my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28369K" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference K" �K�)enriched in Him, in all (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28369L" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference L" �L�)speech and (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28369M" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference M" �M�)all knowledge, 6 even as (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28370N" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference N" �N�)the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "fen-NASB-28370d" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote d" �d�]in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28371O" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference O" �O�)awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28372P" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference P" �P�)who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28372Q" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference Q" �Q�)the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28373R" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference R" �R�)God is faithful, through whom you were (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28373S" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference S" �S�)called into (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28373T" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference T" �T�)fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 





	Footnotes:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28365" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:1" �1 Corinthians 1:1� Lit through


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28366" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:2" �1 Corinthians 1:2� Or holy ones


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28368" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:4" �1 Corinthians 1:4� Two early mss do not contain my


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28370" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:6" �1 Corinthians 1:6� Or among





	Cross references:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28365" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:1" �1 Corinthians 1:1� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom1:1&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 1:1�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28365" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:1" �1 Corinthians 1:1� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom1:10;2Tim1:1&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 1:10; 2 Tim 1:1�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28365" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:1" �1 Corinthians 1:1� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts18:17&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Acts 18:17�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28365" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:1" �1 Corinthians 1:1� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts1:15&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Acts 1:15�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28366" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:2" �1 Corinthians 1:2� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Cor10:32&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �1 Cor 10:32�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28366" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:2" �1 Corinthians 1:2� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts18:1&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Acts 18:1�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28366" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:2" �1 Corinthians 1:2� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom1:7;8:28&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 1:7; 8:28�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28366" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:2" �1 Corinthians 1:2� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts7:59&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Acts 7:59�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28367" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:3" �1 Corinthians 1:3� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom1:7&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 1:7�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28368" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:4" �1 Corinthians 1:4� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom1:8&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 1:8�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28369" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:5" �1 Corinthians 1:5� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Cor9:11&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �2 Cor 9:11�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28369" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:5" �1 Corinthians 1:5� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom15:14;2Cor8:7&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 15:14; 2 Cor 8:7�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28369" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:5" �1 Corinthians 1:5� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom15:14;2Cor8:7&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 15:14; 2 Cor 8:7�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28370" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:6" �1 Corinthians 1:6� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Thess1:10;1Tim2:6;2Tim1:8;Rev1:2&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �2 Thess 1:10; 1 Tim 2:6; 2 Tim 1:8; Rev 1:2�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28371" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:7" �1 Corinthians 1:7� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke17:30;Rom8:19,23;Phil3:20;2Pet3:12&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Luke 17:30; Rom 8:19, 23; Phil 3:20; 2 Pet 3:12�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28372" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:8" �1 Corinthians 1:8� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom8:19;Phil1:6;Col2:7;1Thess3:13;5:23&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 8:19; Phil 1:6; Col 2:7; 1 Thess 3:13; 5:23�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28372" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:8" �1 Corinthians 1:8� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke17:24,30;1Cor5:5;2Cor1:14;Phil1:6,10;2:16;1Thess5:2;2Thess2:2&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Luke 17:24, 30; 1 Cor 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6, 10; 2:16; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Thess 2:2�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28373" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:9" �1 Corinthians 1:9� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut7:9;Is49:7;1Cor10:13;2Cor1:18;1Thess5:24;2Thess3:3&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Deut 7:9; Is 49:7; 1 Cor 10:13; 2 Cor 1:18; 1 Thess 5:24; 2 Thess 3:3�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28373" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:9" �1 Corinthians 1:9� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom8:28&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Rom 8:28�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "en-NASB-28373" \t "_blank" \o "Go to 1 Corinthians 1:9" �1 Corinthians 1:9� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1John1:3&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �1 John 1:3�











	Read | � HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/daily-devotional" \t "_blank" \o "1 Corinthians 1:1-9 - New American Standard Bible via Bible Gateway (new window)" �1 Corinthians 1:1-9�


	Many Christians are experiencing an identity crisis. They know they’re saved, but they don’t really know what to think about themselves. Let’s take a little test. Do you consider yourself a sinner saved by grace or a saint who occasionally sins? Both statements are true, but the first one dwells on your past identity, whereas the second focuses on the Lord’s perception of you.


	If you are a believer, God’s Word says that you are a saint (v. 2). But too many of us still see ourselves as the same old sinner, who’s been forgiven and patched up and yet is basically unchanged inside. But the Lord says anyone in Christ “is a new creature; the old things passed away” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/daily-devotional" \t "_blank" �2 Cor. 5:17�). That’s what being born again is all about. We can never go back to the way we were.


	The solution to this identity crisis is to change the way we think about ourselves. If we don’t, we’ll rely on how we feel, and Satan will bombard us with reminders of our failures and sins. He wants to keep us focused on being a sinner, because he knows that the recognition of our sainthood will lead us to live like saints. We’ll be motivated and empowered to obey God, and the Devil will lose his foothold in our lives.


	Jesus didn’t come just to save you from hell; He wants to live His life through you. In Christ, you have a new identity which has replaced your old one. If you will focus on who you are now, your actions will follow, and you’ll experience the enjoyment of a victorious Christian life.


1 Corinthians 1:1-9---NASB


Appeal to Unity


 1 Paul, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28365A" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference A" �A�)called as an apostle of Jesus Christ [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "fen-NASB-28365a" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote a" �a�]by (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28365B" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference B" �B�)the will of God, and (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28365C" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference C" �C�)Sosthenes our (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28365D" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference D" �D�)brother, 


 2 To (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28366E" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference E" �E�)the church of God which is at (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28366F" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference F" �F�)Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "fen-NASB-28366b" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote b" �b�]saints (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28366G" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference G" �G�)by calling, with all who in every place (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=1+Corinthians+1:1-9" \l "cen-NASB-28366H" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference H" �H�)call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:
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. . . they will, if God has not cut you off from mercy, there is no need for despair: Even the voice of conscience carries little weight if it is not seconded by the voice of God. We should tremble at what God has said! But do not allow your rambling thoughts to overwhelm you with despondency and sinful despair. Many timid persons have been vexed by the suspicion that there may be something in God's decree that shuts them out from hope, but we have here a complete rebuttal of that troublesome fear, for no true seeker can be decreed to wrath. "I did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; I did not say [even in the secret of my unsearchable decree]... , 'Seek me in vain.'" 


	God has clearly revealed that He will hear the prayer of those who call upon Him, and that declaration cannot be contradicted. He has spoken so firmly, so truthfully, so righteously that there can be no room for doubt. He does not reveal His mind in unintelligible words, but He speaks plainly and positively. "Everyone who asks receives."1 Doubter, believe this sure truth—that prayer must and will be heard, and that never, even in the secrets of eternity, has the Lord said to any living soul, "Seek me in vain."





1Matthew 7:8





removed the barrier that stood between you and God.  In fact, Peter tells us that God was instrumental in calling us to Himself, causing us to confront our need for reconciliation.  But it is not the end of a process.  It is the beginning of being animated by God and being transformed into a new way of living.


	I can point to the day this happened to me.  I was sitting in the middle of a soccer field on the island of Nuku’alofa in the South Pacific.  I knew my life needed something that I could not find.  I knew God had His hand on me, pressing me to open my eyes to Him.  And I knew that Yeshua took the punishment I deserved.  That moment started a long journey, full of wandering, wrestling, wishing and willing.  That moment made me a participant in God’s work in progress.  It was not the conclusion.  It was the prologue.  It was the turning point in a road that has seen lots of poor decisions, deliberate disobedience and downright obstinacy.  But God never let go.  He is still “re-making” me, every day, every minute, on my pathway toward the goal He has in mind.  Now I can look back on that moment and say, “Thank you, Lord, for my second birth.  Thank you for allowing me to grow up all over again.  Twice blessed.”


	Christian evangelicals tend to make this event the most important event of life, expecting that the relationship we have with God depends entirely on some moment of awareness.  But I wonder if the proper perspective isn’t about the beginning of a long journey that will take the rest of our lives to complete.  Perhaps the second birthday is not accompanied by blood and cries as much as it is accompanied by waking up and getting up.


	What was your second birthday like?


Topical Index:  anagennesas, born again, born from above, 1 Peter 1:3
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...who, according to His great mercy, has caused us to be born again to a living hope.    1 Peter 1:3---NASB





	Born again – The Greek word here is anagennesas.  This word comes from ana (again) and gennao (to beget).  This is a word that Peter made up.  It is not found anywhere else in the New Testament.  But this does not mean that it is an idea unique to Peter.  Peter simply captures in a new word what Yeshua intimated in His phrase “born from above” in John 3 (yes, that’s right, the words “born again” do not appear in the famous John 3 passage).


	There are two important ideas in this word.  The first is that the verb is passive.  It is not something that I do for myself.  It is something done to me.  Of course, that makes perfect sense.  No one chooses to be born.  As Heidegger remarks, we are all thrown in to the world.


	The second important idea is that this is a word of participation, not of an experience, a state of being or a kind of power.  It describes the beginning of a new life, not a mystical experience.  To be “born again” means to be regenerated into a new life.  When I am generated again, I am a participant in new living. This new life actually increases the tension between our old way of living and this new way of living.  I feel this tension as my new way of living works itself out in the process of becoming like God’s Son.


	“Born again” is shorthand way of describing the moment when you yielded control of your life to God and recognized that Yeshua 





 � HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/2012/08/12/the-evangelical-lynchpin/" \o "Permanent Link to The Evangelical Lynchpin" �The Evangelical Lynchpin�








CONTACT INFO


Pastor Paul Aguilar


714.842.8145


� HYPERLINK "mailto:paul7877@aol.com" �paul7877@aol.com�





Pastor John Edmiston


310.748.9274


� HYPERLINK "mailto:digitalopportunities@gmail.com" �digitalopportunities@gmail.com�





Pastor Bill Hoganson


714.328.9719


WDHoganson@aol.com





Prayer:


		Pastor John: 310.748.9274


	Napo Gonzalez





Class Registrar:  


Frank Bostrom:  310.374.2188 [W]


  �HYPERLINK "mailto:fbostrom@verizon.net"�fbostrom@verizon.net�





	Money Matters: 


George Bonahoom: 


	310.625.6038 [C]


Class Hostess: [Thank you!]


Rebecca Bostrom: 310.379.8147


Vicki Gonzalez:  310.514.9250





Today’s Blessing


It seems that sometimes all we do is make decisions.





[The L-rd] says,] “I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths.” 


---Mishlei [Proverbs] 4:11


If anyone lacks wisdom, he should ask G-d, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 


---YA’AKOV [James] 1:5





And now may the Lord bless you, and may the Lord keep you, and may the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and may the Lord be gracious unto you and give you His peace.  ---AMEN. 


---B’MIDBAR [Numbers 6:24-26]
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